
 
Our Parish is Served by: 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Hlubik, Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Joy Chacko,  Parochial Vicar  

Assisting Priests: 

Rev. Monsignor Phil Franceschini 

Pastoral and Support Staff: 
Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager 
  Finance, Facilities & Wedding Coordinator,       
 x322 

John Paglione, Director of Liturgy, Lay 
   Ministries & Catechesis  732-899-1398, x5 
Joyce Kobylarz, Ministries Coordinator 
   973-714-6797 
Caroline Woodrow, Director of Music, x315 

 
Parish Secretaries: 
Connie Barraco x316 
Laura Bierster x321 
Pat Kevish  x301 
 
Office Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed.   9am - 2pm 

  
Mass Schedule  

  
Monday - Saturday:                            8:30am  Chapel 
Saturday (Vigil):                                4:00pm  Church 
Sunday: 7:30 (no music), 9:00  and  10:30am  Church 
  
Confession:  Saturday 3 - 3:30pm or by appointment 

February 18,  2024 
First Sunday of Lent  

The Parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
103 Washington Avenue, Lavallette, NJ 08735 

Phone: 732-793-7291    Fax: 732-793-8204   
Web: www.stpioparish.com    E-mail: office@stpioparish.com  



Healing:  
Fr. Douglas Freer, Nick Lettas, Mary Anne Grandinetti, 
Mary Buontempo, Pat McCourt, Maureen Burrell,  Baby 
Landon Wierks, Ginny & Emil Stefanacci, Nicholas Me-
ola, Joe Romano, Alan Kurinovich,  Eddie McCrabb, 
Joseph Winchock, Antonette Daniels, Janet Daniels, 
Vince Covello,  Pam McClellan, Fr. Joe Hlubik, Gina 
Kwortnik, Eileen Carroll, Michael Garcia, Alex Barletta, 
Jr., Ann O’Neill,  Greg Thomas, Betty Saloom, Pam 
McCoeean, Judi Pecoraro, Lil Cremins, for all who have 
received Prayer Blankets & for All the Sick of the Parish       
(Names will remain on the healing prayer list for 4 
weeks; please call the parish office if you wish to ex- 
tend). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deceased: Arline Daley, Peter Barkhausen, Tyler 
Rusinko, Andrew Capasso, Maureen Gillmore 

Our Heroes: All our parishioners and friends 
who are serving in the Military, as well as our 
Police, Firefighters, First Responders, and all 
who are put in harm’s way for our protection,  

 
 
 
      especially:  
 

Capt. Tyler Urban, U.S. Marine  Corps.   
     (deployed) 
 
Lance Cpl. Jack Balwierczak, U.S. Marine   
       Corps. 
 
Private 1st Class Jason Rodriguez,  U. S. Army   
   
Capt. Calvin Smith, U. S. Army  (deployed) 
 
Lt. Col. Wesley Dixon,  U. S. Air Force 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 
  8:30am     For Our Parish Families & Their Loved Ones,   
  both Living & Deceased 
 
Vigil 
  4:00pm    Erin Ryan r/b K of C Ladies Auxiliary 
 
Sunday, February 18, 2024 
  7:30am    For the People of the Parish  
     
  9:00am    William Higgins r/b Wife 
     Andy, Peggy & Jimmy Lavin r/b Lavin Family 
   
10:30am    Judge Robert Figarotta r/b Don & Chris 
 
     
Monday,  February 19, 2024  
  8:30am   Salvatore Fiorica  
  r/b Raymond & Catherine Fiorica 
    E. Kurt Symannek r/b Raymond & Catherine Fiorica 
 
 
Tuesday, February 20. 2024                                
  8:30am  Jared Vassallo r/b Loving Family 
   
  After Mass       Miraculous Medal Novena 
 
  
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 
  8:30am   Brian Gilligan r/b John & Jane Borowski 
                  Andy Capasso r/b Dianne Hayden 
 
Thursday, February  22, 2024   
  8:30am   Mary Murphy r/b Daughter 
    Nicholas Orlando r/b Philip & Dana Orlando 
               
  After Mass      Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 
                   
Friday, February 23, 2024     
  8:30am    In Thanksgiving r/b Mary Shaffer  
        
  After Mass      Adoration & Benediction - 20 min. 
 
 
Saturday, February 24, 2024 
  8:30am     For Our Parish Families & Their Loved Ones,   
  both Living & Deceased 
 
Vigil 
  4:00pm    Diane Daniels r/b Antonette Daniels 
 
Sunday, February 25, 2024 
  7:30am    For the People of the Parish  
     Peter Barkhausen r/b Family 
 
  9:00am    The Missions and Missionaries 
   
10:30am    Mary Beth Langan r/b Whorter Family 



  

Lent 2024: What should I do? 
It’s not difficult. It’s right in front of you. 

  
                       February 12, 2024  -  by Bishop David M. O'Connell, C.M.  -  excerpts from the text: 
  
     Lent is traditionally a time for prayer and fasting. This year, I am especially drawn to these words from my reading: 
“Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. So, if you pray, fast; if you fast, show mercy; if you 
want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others.  If you do not close your ear to others, you open God’s ear to 
yourself.” They are the words of St. Peter Chrysologus +450 
     St. Teresa of Calcutta once remarked, “As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst… ‘Repent and be-
lieve’ Jesus tells us. What are we to repent? Our indifference, our hardness of heart. What are we to believe? Jesus 
thirsts even now, in your heart and in the poor. He knows your weakness. He wants only your love, wants only the 
chance to love you.” 
     Profound words, indeed! And our love for God and God’s love for us is not a passive thing. It leads somewhere and 
to something concrete in our relationships with one another. Lent is not simply a time for our introspection and medita-
tion, for disconnected fasting and sacrifice. It is a season of purpose, set apart for the conversion of our hearts and lives. 
     Lent is the right path and the right place to continue our personal journey of faith and spiritual growth. And, so, 
might I suggest these Lenten practices:  
Make a plan and stick to it 
We should make a plan of those activities and stick to it as best we can. The key to a successful Lent is not to overcom-
plicate it with multiple, burdensome practices that we cannot sustain for its duration. Keep it simple.  
Read the Scriptures 
Pick up your Bible and read it, especially the Gospels. Make a point of doing it daily or often during Lent. Create a hab-
it that you can continue beyond these 40 days. It’s not difficult. It’s right in front of you.  
Pray and give yourself the time to do so 
Prayer is something you can do anywhere, everywhere. Prayer is something you can do anytime, all the time. Just stop 
for a moment and remember that God is present.  Pray alone. Pray with others, especially at Mass. Use your own words; 
use words that are familiar. Pray for yourself, pray for others, especially for those you love and who love you. Pray for 
those who do not. Pray with your family. Don’t be embarrassed. Just do it.  In his Lenten Message 2015, Pope Francis 
wrote: “Let us all ask the Lord: make our hearts like yours (Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus). In this way we will 
receive a heart which is firm and merciful, attentive and generous, a heart which is not closed.”  
Go to Confession 
Pope Francis once remarked: “Someone can say, ‘I confess my sins only to God.’ Yes, you can say to God, ‘forgive 
me,’ and say your sins. But our sins are also against our brothers, against the Church. This is why it is necessary to ask 
forgiveness of the Church and of our brothers, in the person of the priest.”  “The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a Sacra-
ment of healing,” he pointed out. “When I go to Confession, it’s for healing: healing the soul, healing the heart because 
of something that I did to make it unwell (General Audience, February 19, 2014).”  How often Pope Francis himself 
says, “I am a sinner!” And he’s the Pope! Ask for God’s mercy. It’s not difficult. It’s right in front of you. 
Sacrifice something 
Give something up that might pinch a little. This is a long-standing Lenten tradition, and we can all think of something 
“to give up for Lent.” The season of Lent begins with fast and abstinence on Ash Wednesday and continues with absti-
nence from meat on all its Fridays until the fast and abstinence of Good Friday. Fast and abstain when the Church asks 
you to and don’t make excuses. Do it so that the hunger or emptiness you feel might remind you that you need God 
more in your life than anything else.  Thomas a Kempis wrote in “The Imitation of Christ”: “Nothing, how little so ever 
it be, if it is suffered for God’s sake, can pass without merit in the sight of God.”  In his Lenten Message for 2014, Pope 
Francis wrote: “Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order to 
help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-denial is real without this 
dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not hurt.”  It’s not difficult. It’s right in front of 
you.  
Show mercy, kindness and charity 
And not because others have earned it. Show mercy, kindness and charity especially when they don’t deserve it. For-
give. Be slow to judge. Give people a break. Show a little compassion. That’s what the Lord Jesus does and what we 
ask of him, sinners that we all are. Do something good for someone. It’s not difficult. It’s right in front of you. 
  
Forty Days is a significant period of time.  Don’t be discouraged if your stumble with any of your Lenten practic-
es.  Just pick up where you left off and keep going. 
  
 
Rev. Joseph G. Hlubik  



Contributions 
Weekend    

This Past  
Week  2/11/24 

Same Week Last 
Year   2/ 12 /23 

At  Church $5,287 $3,399 

Online $1,380 $1,047 

Total 
$6,667 

$4,446 

 
 
 

Please consider giving  
Online with our safe, secure Parish Giving 

program.  It is very easy to sign up, just 
scan the QR code (use the camera on your 

phone) or visit the parish website. 

GOD OF LOVE AND LIFE 
FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT 
“This is the time of fulfillment.  The 
kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, 
and believe in the gospel.”  Mark 1:15 

True repentance means a change of atti-
tude and action regarding sin.  True repentance results in 
a radical and persistent pursuit of holy living, walking with 
God in obedience to His commands. 

Not only are we as individuals in need of repentance, but 
so is our nation.  Individually we vote for “choice” and col-
lectively our nation kills babies by the hundred of thou-
sands every year.  We the people, and our politicians, 
must radically change and return to walking with God. Its 
constitutionally allowed - its freedom of religion not from 
religion. 

Do you know that in all the wars of the US there have 
been 2,852,901 casualties and since 1973 63,000,000 

babies have been killed via abortion. 

Support Life, Seek the Truth, Vote Life 

A donation was made for the Altar   
Bread and Wine for the month of 
February in loving memory of  

    Michael Buontempo  
requested  by Greg and Mary. 

 
An employee of Sacred Heart Church is 
looking for a year round rental in the 
Lavallette area. Please call the office 
with any information.  Thank you. 

Lenten Bible Study 
 
 

When:   Thursdays; Feb. 15, 22, 29, March 7,14, & 21  
Time:     9:30-11 am 
Where:  St. Pio Par ish Hall, 103 Washington Ave 
Who:     All are welcome  
What:    Discovering who you are in Christ-We are all      
  called to holiness, but what does that mean? It’s 
  not what you think. This book offers you a weap
  -on of truth so that you can stand in your identity 
  as a child of God. It gives personal examples and 
  practical suggestions that motivate and inspire,    
  while convinces attainable transformation.   
Cost:     $12 
To Register: send a check made out to St. Pio’s Church to 
Dawn Rusinko 103 Washington Ave Lavallette NJ 08735 
For more info please contact dawnrusinko@yahoo.com  

Due to early  print deadlines during the 
holidays, we were unable to print the  
collection amounts for Christmas. 
Thank you as always for your contin-
ued generosity and support. God bless 
you! 

                              Christmas 
 
December 25, 2023              $28,239 
 
December 25, 2022    $31,003 

Monday, February 19, is President’s 
Day. The parish office will be closed 
in celebration of this holiday. 

                   IRA Charitable Rollover 
          A TAX-SAVING CHARITABLE GIFT  
                      FOR NON-ITEMIZERS 
Due to an increased standard deduction, many individuals 
and couples will no longer be able to claim itemized de-
ductions. However, a tax-free IRA charitable rollover of-
fers the following benefit to individuals age 70 1/2 or old-
er:  
 - The ability to direct a current, outright IRA gift, up to 
$100,000, to our church, or other qualified charities 
 - Satisfaction of the required minimum  distribution with-
out increasing taxable income 
 - No loss of a charitable contribution itemized deduction 
 - Ability to direct your gift to any area of our parish oper-
ations 
          For more information, please contact:    
          Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager 
    732-793-7291 x322 or marta@stpioparish.com 

CURRENT BROCHURE CAN BE FOUND      
ON WEBSITE – www.sjbsea.org or call  

732-892-8494 

mailto:dawnrusinko@yahoo.com
http://www.sjbsea.org


                   LENT 2024 
The days of FAST (only one full meal) and ABSTINENCE 
(no meat) are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. ALL 
OTHER FRIDAYS OF LENT are days of ABSTINENCE. 
Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to FAST 
(only one full meal) as above. From the age of 14, people 
are also obliged to ABSTAIN (no meat). 



     HOLY HOUR 
 

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 8415 will be holding a Holy Hour every Fri-
day during Lent in the Chapel at St Pio’s, 3:00 - 
4:00pm. Please join us.  
“And He cometh to his disciples, and findeth them 
asleep, and He saith to Peter: What? Could you not 
watch one hour with me?” Matt. 26:40  

           HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 
Palm Sunday -     March 24 - Sat., 4pm Vigil and   
       Sun. 7:30, 9:00 & 10:30am 
Holy Thursday -  March  28 - 7pm 
Good Friday -      March  29 - 3pm (Service) 
Holy Saturday -   March  30 - 7pm Vigil 
Easter Sunday -   March  31 - 7:30, 9:00, & 10:30am 

A Penance Service, with 
Confession, is scheduled for  
Thursday, March 21 from 4pm in 
the Church. 

Stations of the Cross will take place in 
the Chapel following the 8:30am Mass 
every Friday during Lent. 

We Have a New Tenant! 
St Pio welcomed a new tenant in January to our sec-
ond floor Parish Hall offices.  Americans Gleaned 
Seafood is now renting one of our meeting rooms 
for their office, along with our other tenant, 
Downeyside Adoption.  

In 2018, Americas Gleaned Seafood, (AGS) a New 
Jersey 501 (c)(3) nonprofit was formed to make 
fresh, NJ caught, protein-rich seafood available to 
New Jersey’s food banks on a regular, sustainable 
basis.  
New Jersey is home to a robust commercial fishing 
industry. The state’s 6 major ports harvest more than 
120 million pounds of seafood annually. But a large 
percentage - up to 25 million pounds - is “bycatch”, 
meaning it is not the fishermen’s targeted species or 
for a variety of reasons, it is not marketable 
(National Marine Fisheries Service & NOAA, 2013). 
Per current regulations, this bycatch is discarded 
overboard, but it is perfectly good and could be do-
nated to help feed people in need. Most fishers 
would prefer to do so, but there’s never been a work-
able process in place. That is the reason AGS was 
created. 
AGS recruits fishing co-ops, docks, and commercial 
fishermen and each port maintains seafood gleaning 
boxes where fishermen can deposit their bycatch do-
nations. Seafood processing partners pick up and 
process the gleaned seafood (clean, filet, freeze, and 
package at a reduced cost), which are labeled and 
delivered to partnering food banks. From there, the 
seafood (along with simple, corresponding recipes) 
is distributed to families in need through the food-
banks pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and other 
programs.  
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O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

RIDESHARE ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

Committee/Organization Contact Phone Number Email  

Adult Altar Servers Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Altar Linen Laundry Adele Merkle 732-830-5242 merkles@verizon.net 

Collection Counters Joe Kobylarz/Rich Traverso 973-747-4599 objoekoby@aol.com 

Communion for Homebound 
 

Dianne Hayden 
Theresa Coleman 

732-575-0222 
732-830-3168 

dkhay5@aol.com 
theresahgts@aol.com 

Faith Sharing Maureen Zebrowski 732-259-1578 mzeb@aol.com 

Holy Name Society Tom Leonard  732-995-0044 thomasleonard62@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Alex Barletta, GK 908-578-5095  barlettaa@verizon.net 

Ladies Auxiliary to the KofC Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Lavallette Seniors James Peeney 732-793-4675 JDPeeney@msn.com 

Lectors & Extraordinary Ministers Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Parish Nurses  Joan Blanchfield  201-362-4148 blanchrn139@gmail.com 

Pro-Life  Georgina Vastola 732-742-3986 gmvastola@optimum.net 

Raffle Committee Volunteer Needed                     Please Call the Office  

Religious Education & R.C.I.A. John Paglione 732-899-1398 x5 pags711@gmail.com 

Rosary Altar Society Joan Blanchfield 732-854-1276 blanchrn139@gmail.com 

Ushers Chris Grandinetti 908-910-6214 chris.grandinetti@gmail.com 

Wedding Ministry Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Hall Rental 
Parish Volunteers 

Marta Barkhausen 
Joyce Kobylarz 

732-793-7291 
973-714-6797 

marta@stpioparish.com 
jkoby2@aol.com 

Our Parish Ministries & Organizations  -  we invite you to call and join in! 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY                          Meeting                        Monday                              March 4                                         5:30pm 
   
ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY                 Meeting     Monday                March 4                     1:00pm                        
     
FAITH SHARING                            Meeting                    Wednesdays        in            February                                       9:00am 
            
K of C 8415                                             Meeting                  1st Tuesday of Month              March 5                                         7:00pm 
                                           Meeting                  3rd Tuesday of Month              February 20                                   6:30pm 
    
K of C  Ladies Auxiliary                          Meeting                          Monday                            March 25                                        1:00pm                        
      
LAVALLETTE SENIORS                       Meeting                          Thursday                                                                               12:30pm 
           
RIGHT TO LIFE GROUP               2nd Thursday of the month at Sacred Heart, Msgr. Casey Hall                                    3:30pm 
                         
FLAME OF LOVE ROSARY               Recited on Tuesdays at 8am in the Chapel  
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Colonial  BAKERY
The Best In Quality Baked Goods

2 Great Locations
1906A Grand Central Ave.

Lavallette, NJ 08735
(732) 854-9500

3901 Route 35 North & Joseph Street
Sunset Manor, NJ 08735

(732) 793-3960
Open Weekends in 

May, June & September
Open Everyday in July & August  

www.colonialbakerynj.com

Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals
Peace of Mind and Heart, Before, During and Beyond

Serving Seaside and Lavallette
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director - NJ Lic. No. 4134
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park • (732) 793-9000

706 Route 35 North, Lavallette • (732) 793-9000www.ryanfuneralhome.com

“I have always 
believed that 

funeral service 
was a vocation 
and not simply 

a career.”

...Timothy E. Ryan
Founder 1951-2019

Controls
Heating • Cooling

(609) 971-6773

WINE & LIQUOR
1401 Grand Central Avenue

Lavallette NJ 08735
(Corner of Brooklyn Ave & Rt. 35 North)
732-793-7545732-793-7545

15% OFF your next cash & carry purchase
10% OFF WITH CREDIT CARD

cornerstonewineandliquors.com
cornerstonewines@gmail.com

Breakfast & Lunch
1905 Grand Central Ave • Rte 35 N, Lavallette

(732) 830-8600
www.sanddollarpancakehouse.com

www.DakanHomes.com

Now serving

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
10AM-1PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

Monday-Friday
3PM-6PM

Hours: 
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30am-10pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-11pm

76 Grand Central Ave.
Lavallette

649 Mantoloking Rd., Brick

732-477-8688
www.charnelpools.com

10% OFF One Item In-Store Only

INC.

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling

• Bath & Kitchen 
Remodeling

732-349-3322

$10 Off 
with this ad

www.LezgusPlumbing.com

Joseph A. Gates, AIA
NJ Lic. No. 21A10212400

New Homes
Additions
Elevations

www.gatesarchdesign.com

(732) 793-8600

point pleasant
NJHIC #13VHO648110

732.684.9824
stairchick@verizon.net

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY • GUTTERS

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

15% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

$800 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

If You Would 
Like to Advertise 
and Support the 

Church & Bulletin
Please Contact

Chad Breidinger
610-393-5329

cbreidinger@jppc.net
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