
 
Our Parish is Served by: 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Hlubik, Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Joy Chacko,  Parochial Vicar  

Assisting Priests: 

Rev. Monsignor Phil Franceschini 

Pastoral and Support Staff: 
Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager 
  Finance, Facilities & Wedding Coordinator,       
 x322 

John Paglione, Director of Liturgy, Lay 
   Ministries & Catechesis  732-899-1398, x5 
Joyce Kobylarz, Ministries Coordinator 
   973-714-6797 
Caroline Woodrow, Director of Music, x315 

 
Parish Secretaries: 
Connie Barraco x316 
Laura Bierster x321 
Pat Kevish  x301 
 
Office Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed.   9am - 2pm 

  
Mass Schedule  

  
Monday - Saturday:                            8:30am  Chapel 
Saturday (Vigil):                                4:00pm  Church 
Sunday: 7:30 (no music), 9:00  and  10:30am  Church 
  
Confession:  Saturday 3 - 3:30pm or by appointment 

March 10,  2024 
 Laetare Sunday   

The Parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
103 Washington Avenue, Lavallette, NJ 08735 

Phone: 732-793-7291    Fax: 732-793-8204   
Web: www.stpioparish.com    E-mail: office@stpioparish.com  



Healing:  
Fr. Douglas Freer, Nick Lettas, Mary Anne Grandinetti, 
Mary Buontempo, Pat McCourt, Maureen Burrell,  Baby 
Landon Wierks, Ginny & Emil Stefanacci, Nicholas Me-
ola, Joe Romano, Alan Kurinovich,  Eddie McCrabb, 
Joseph Winchock, Antonette Daniels, Janet Daniels, 
Vince Covello,  Pam McClellan, Fr. Joe Hlubik, Gina 
Kwortnik, Eileen Carroll, Michael Garcia, Alex Barletta, 
Jr., Betty Saloom, Pam McCoeean, Judi Pecoraro, Lil 
Cremins, Maegan Higham, Vincent Tavormina, Noreen 
McLeveala, Ann O’Neill, Ritchie Casale, Jr., Bill Dan-
iels, Mary Finn, for all who have received Prayer Blan-
kets & for All the Sick of the Parish  Names will remain 
on the healing prayer list for 4 weeks; please call the 
parish office if you wish to extend. 
 
 
 
 
 
Deceased: Arline Daley, Peter Barkhausen, Tyler 
Rusinko, Andrew Capasso, Maureen Gillmore, Robert 
Charowsky 

Our Heroes: All our parishioners and friends 
who are serving in the Military, as well as our 
Police, Firefighters, First Responders, and all 
who are put in harm’s way for our protection,  

 
 
 
      especially:  
 

 
Capt. Tyler Urban, U.S. Marine  Corps.    
 
Lance Cpl. Jack Balwierczak, U.S. Marine   
       Corps. 
 
Private 1st Class Jason Rodriguez,  U. S. Army   
   
Capt. Calvin Smith, U. S. Army  (deployed) 
 
Lt. Col. Wesley Dixon,  U. S. Air Force 

Saturday, March 9, 2024 
  8:30am     For Our Parish Families & Their Loved Ones,   
  both Living & Deceased 
 
 
Vigil 
  4:00pm    World Peace 
 
Sunday, March 10, 2024 
  7:30am    For the People of the Paish 
     Denise Kelly O’Brien r/b Chris & Don 
 
  9:00am    Vinny Marrone r/b Family 
   
10:30am    Maureen Gillmore r/b Therese Warren 
     Mary Beth Langan r/b Konopka Family 
 
     
Monday,  March 11 2024  
  8:30am   Pauline N. Cataline r/b Alex Barletta 
 
Tuesday, March 12. 2024                                
  8:30am   Daniel Dugan r/b Family 
   
  After Mass       Miraculous Medal Novena 
 
  
Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
  8:30am    Mark English r/b Geer Family 
     Edward Parada r/b Linda Miksza 
 
Thursday, March 14, 2024   
  8:30am    Michael Galloway r/b Bert &Mary Brady 
               
  After Mass      Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 
                   
Friday, March 15, 2024     
  8:30am     Jacqueline Symannek  
  r/b Raymond & Catherine Fiorica 
        
  After Mass      Adoration & Benediction - 20 min. 
 
 
Saturday, March 16, 2024 
  8:30am     For Our Parish Families & Their Loved Ones,   
  both Living & Deceased 
 
 
Vigil 
  4:00pm    Mary Fehrle r/b Daughter & Family 
     Joseph Murphy r/b Daughter 
 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 
  7:30am    For the People of the Parish 
     Patrick J. Glynn r/b Laura & Greg Bierster 
 
  9:00am    Ginny Mielnicki r/b Fr. Joy Chacko 
   
10:30am    For the Intentions of Frank Grandinetti  
                 r/b Ursula Marcianti 
     Mary Fehrle r/b Daughters & Family  
      



INVESTED IN US! 
A reflection for March 10, The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
     Shark Tank is a very popular television program. During each episode, aspiring entrepreneurs enter the “tank” to 
stand before a panel of famous, financially successful investors referred to as “sharks”.  
     The entrepreneurs tell the sharks about a product or service they have developed. They then offer the sharks an op-
portunity to invest a certain amount of money for a share in the company they formed to market that product or service. 
      The sharks evaluate the potential of each entrepreneur’s company to become a financial success. They then decide 
to accept, modify, or reject the proposed offer. 
     Entrepreneurs who succeed in getting one or more of the sharks to invest receive financial backing and validation of 
the product or service they have created.  
     Those budding capitalists also gain something else: they receive affirmation from highly successful people that they 
merit an investment. 
     This Sunday’s readings are about people whom God finds deserving of an investment. 
     In our First Reading (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23), we hear about the Chosen People who had turned away from 
God. Their sinfulness had led to the destruction of Jerusalem and their being sent into exile in Babylon. But in his mer-
cy, God did not abandon them. Instead, God continued to invest in them, he continued to show them love and mercy. 
God prompted King Cyrus to allow the Jewish people to return home and to rebuild the Temple.  
     Then in our Gospel (John 3:14-21), we hear of the greatest investment that God ever made in the people he created.  
     As Saint John tells us, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world might be saved through him.” 
     God’s love led him to invest his Son in us so that we might be saved from sin and brought into a new and everlasting 
relationship with him. 
     Then in our Second Reading (Ephesians 2:4-10), Saint Paul emphasizes the action of God on our behalf. Paul tells 
us that we are freed from the hold of sin not through our efforts but because of what God has done for us in Jesus 
Christ. As Paul says, “by grace you have been saved …. and this is not from you, it is the gift of God.” 
     Obviously, God sees our potential to become good and holy people. If he did not, why would God have invested his 
mercy, his love, and his Son in us? 
     As we know from watching Shark Tank, investors only put their resources where they see a good opportunity for 
success.     Tom Iwanowski  from LookingToSunday.com  Used with permission. 

 

           In Memory of Ginny Mielnicki  
Ginny Mielnicki, our parish secretary at Sacred Heart, died unexpectedly this past Monday, 
March 4th at 11:44 am at Jersey Shore Hospital. She had woken in the middle of the night with 
a horrible headache, and soon after, collapsed on the floor. Tony her husband called for an am-
bulance immediately, and she was taken to Jersey Shore Hospital. She had a brain aneurysm 
that had burst. Ginny’s husband Anthony, and her sons Anthony and Taylor and her daughter 
Alexandra are in deep grieving and shock at her sudden affliction and death. Allison’s daugh-
ter Brooke (2yrs old) was a treasured joy who brought much happiness to G-G Grandmom 
Ginny. Ginny was a deeply religious and prayerful person. She had a host of saints and angels 
she relied on for help. She was also a pro-life person, not just in regard to babies in the womb, but to all life. As a mat-
ter of fact, she would not even swat a fly. She loved animals, especially their dog Tara and cats Max and Dio. She cared 
for my pets also, and this past year my dog Loki. He looked forward to her coming to the rectory every morning, as she 
would greet him, often with some kind of treat. She loved working on the weekly bulletin and our Facebook page. Her 
husband Tony said that working for the Church were the best and happiest years of her life. Ginny had worked at Sa-
cred Heart since Fr. Michael O’Connor hired her in 2013. He said of her when he heard about her death, “She was al-
ways ready to help in any way possible. She will be a big loss to Sacred Heart parish. May she rest in peace.” She has 
been a faithful worker and friend to all who came to the rectory office. People knew her as being very helpful and a 
happy person, and many came by just to talk to her and say hello. She will be deeply missed by all. I know that I and all 
the staff at Sacred Heart and St. Pio’s will miss her deeply. She was a trusted friend. Father Joseph Hlubik, Pastor St. 
Pio & Sacred Heart Facebook Page Ginny posted 98% of the time to our parish’s Facebook page. She was a master of 
finding Spiritual and Inspirational quotes and artwork, sometimes several each day. She often posted the Saint of the 
Day with a line or two about their life. Due to Ginny’s efforts our page has 814 Followers (people who get notified of 
our posts on a daily basis). Her posts brightened the days of many people and will be sorely missed.  
            Fr. Joe Hlubik 



Contributions 
Weekend    

This Past  
Week  3/03/24 

Same Week Last 
Year 3 /05/23 

At  Church $4,110 $3,349 

Online $1,080 $1,081 

Total 
$5,190 $4,430 

 
 
 

Please consider giving  
Online with our safe, secure Parish Giving 

program.  It is very easy to sign up, just 
scan the QR code (use the camera on your 

phone) or visit the parish website. 

GOD OF LOVE AND LIFE 
FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT 
 
“And this is the verdict, that the light 
came into the world, but people pre-
ferred darkness to light, because 

their works were evil.”  John 3:19 

Those that prefer darkness, prefer it because they do 
not believe in the Son of God.  Thus they condemn 
themselves by turning from the light, turning from 
Jesus and practicing evil. 

We see many examples in today’s world.  We see 
evil in the mutilation of children, the attempts to 
turn our children into perverts, the persecution of the 
faithful and the lessening the value of life through 
the murder of innocent victims and pre-born babies. 

Catholics must vigorously condemn evil acts yet 
help the perpetrators to see the light. 

Do you know that twins in Ohio born at 22 weeks 
(12 & 16 ounces) spent 138 days in NICU but are 
now home! 

Listen to the Word, Love the Holy Spirit, Love   
   Life 

The Altar Bread and Wine have 
been donated in the month of 
March, for the intentions of    

         Maegan Higham  
requested by her grandmother,  
Sophie Higham. 

Listen to Stations WNSW 
1430 AM or WWJZ 640AM  
I encourage you all to listen to relevant 
radio. Their mission is to bring Christ to 
the world through the media. Relevant radio pro-
vides interactive Catholic programming 24 hrs/day, 
7 days/week.  You can also visit the website at rele-
vanradio.com and download the APP to your phone 
or computer and take your Catholic faith with you 
wherever you go!  Bless you,   Father Joe 

Lent Healing Mass 

  
WHEN: Thursday, March 14th at  (noon) 
 

WHERE: St. Pio of Pietrelcina Church 1100   
         Grand Central Ave (Rt 35N) Lavallette 
 

WHO: Celebrant Fr. Joy Chacko, prayer teams 
    and music (Mark J.L. Mattheiss) from NJ 
    Campus Graduates/Students of Encounter 
    School of Ministry. 

               Come join us for a Mass  
  with healing prayers.  All are welcome!  
CONTACT: DawnRusinko@yahoo.com 
for more information  

 
Route 35N 
South Mantoloking 
 
 
CURRENT BROCHURE CAN BE FOUND ON 
OUR WEBSITE – www.sjbsea.org 
 

                                RETREATS 
March 19, 2024 – HONORING ST. JOSEPH THE  
   WORKER 
April 19-21, 2024 - RESTORE AND RENEW  
April 26-28, 2024 - SPENDING TIME WITH MARY     
May 3-5, 2024 - THE SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES OF      
               THE TWELVE STEPS  
Please call St. Joseph by the Sea at 732-892-8494 to 
register or for additional information. 

           
 
 
 
 

St. Pio Parish welcomes the  

Laird Family  

into its’ faith community. 
 

    Nicolette, Ryan and Liam  

mailto:DawnRusinko@yahoo.com
http://www.sjbsea.org


Catholic Charities,  Diocese of Trenton and   
Recycle-America have joined forces to provide a new 
service. Now, some one will come to your door to collect 
your clothing and shoes. All items will be donated to those 
in need in our local community.  Pickups in Monmouth 
County are made on Wednesdays. To schedule a pickup, 
please call 609-906-0004 or email 
racworld2015@gmail.com. Please call or email three days 
prior to pick up day. Catholic Charities provides assis-
tance with food, housing, drug addiction, domestic vio-
lence, and immigration services. If you know a parishion-
er needing help, please contact us at 
www.catholiccharitiestrenton.org or call 800-360-7711.  

This week we take up The Catholic Relief Ser-
vices Collection to reveal Christ’s love to our 
brothers and sisters in need. This collection makes 
grants to six Catholic agencies that provide relief and 
support for struggling communities and work for 
peace and reconciliation among our marginalized 
brothers and sisters, both here and around the world. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can support the 
collection. Learn more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

             

                  St. Joseph Adoption  
                          Novena 
      March 10 - 18, 2024 
 
          Invoking the intercession of      
          St. Joseph, foster father of 
Jesus, we pray for all whose life stories include 
adoption. Each day includes short Scriptural 
passages and prayers and focuses on a different 
group of people who are involved in the adop-
tion process. You can download the Novena at 
respectlife.org/adoption-novena 

 
Our  

Deaconate  
Candidate,  

Dr. James Turro, 
will be at our parish 

to assist us. We  
welcome him and 

look forward to his 
ordination as a  

Deacon in May of 
this year.  

mailto:racworld2015@gmail.com
http://www.catholiccharitiestrenton.org


PROMISE TO PROTECT 
PLEDGE TO HEAL  
SECRETARIAT OF CHILD  
         AND  
YOUTH  PROTECTION       
 

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and The Diocese 
of Trenton are committed to the 
initiatives outlined in the U. S. Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People in regard to the 
report and investigation of sexual abuse allegations in-
volving minors.  The Diocese has in place a Victim’s As-
sistance Coordinator, who is available to obtain support 
for your needs and help you make a formal complaint of 
abuse.   If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a 
member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic 
Church, or if you know of someone who was, you an re-
port that abuse through the diocesan Abuse Hotline: 1 -
888-296-2965 or via email at  
abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. The Diocese encourages 
anyone with an allegation to also report that abuse to their 
local law enforcement Agency. The Diocese reports all 
allegations received to the appropriate county prosecu-
tor’s office. 

     HOLY HOUR 
 

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 8415 will be holding a Holy Hour every Fri-
day during Lent.  Please join us. 

 St. Pio Chapel 3:00 - 4:00pm.   
“And He cometh to his disciples, and findeth them 
asleep, and He saith to Peter: What? Could you not 

watch one hour with me?” Matt. 26:40  

                      IRA Charitable Rollover 
           A TAX-SAVING CHARITABLE GIFT  
                       FOR NON-ITEMIZERS 
Due to an increased standard deduction, many individuals and 
couples will no longer be able to claim itemized deductions. 
However, a tax-free IRA charitable rollover offers the following 
benefit to individuals age 70 1/2 or older:  

 - The ability to direct a current, outright IRA gift, up to 
$100,000, to our church, or other qualified charities 
 - Satisfaction of the required minimum  distribution with-
out increasing taxable income 
 - No loss of a charitable contribution itemized deduction 
 - Ability to direct your gift to any area of our parish oper-
ations 
           For more information, please contact:  
          Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager 
    732-793-7291 x322 or marta@stpioparish.com 

           HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday -     March 24 - Sat., 4pm Vigil and   
                   Sun. 7:30, 9:00 & 10:30am 
Holy Thursday -  March  28 - 7pm 
Good Friday -      March  29 - 3pm Veneration of the    
        Cross & Holy Communion 
Holy Saturday -   March  30 - 7pm Vigil 
Easter Sunday -   March  31 - 7:30, 9:00, & 10:30am 

Penance Service, with Confession 
 

Thursday, March 21 from 4pm in the Church. 

Stations of the Cross in the Chapel following 
the 8:30am Mass every Friday during Lent. 

 
New parish volunteers are always 
needed and welcome on a weekly 
and/or monthly schedule. If you 
can help in any way big or small, 
please call Joyce at 973-714-679. 

mailto:abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org
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O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

RIDESHARE ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME
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sksk

atchatch

nformnform

Committee/Organization Contact Phone Number Email  

Adult Altar Servers Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Altar Linen Laundry Adele Merkle 732-830-5242 merkles@verizon.net 

Collection Counters Joe Kobylarz/Rich Traverso 973-747-4599 objoekoby@aol.com 

Communion for Homebound 
 

Dianne Hayden 
Theresa Coleman 

732-575-0222 
732-830-3168 

dkhay5@aol.com 
theresahgts@aol.com 

Faith Sharing Maureen Zebrowski 732-259-1578 mzeb@aol.com 

Holy Name Society Tom Leonard  732-995-0044 thomasleonard62@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Alex Barletta, GK 908-578-5095  barlettaa@verizon.net 

Ladies Auxiliary to the KofC Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Lavallette Seniors James Peeney 732-793-4675 JDPeeney@msn.com 

Lectors & Extraordinary Ministers Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Parish Nurses  Joan Blanchfield  201-362-4148 blanchrn139@gmail.com 

Pro-Life  Georgina Vastola 732-742-3986 gmvastola@optimum.net 

Raffle Committee Volunteer Needed                     Please Call the Office  

Religious Education & R.C.I.A. John Paglione 732-899-1398 x5 pags711@gmail.com 

Rosary Altar Society Joan Blanchfield 732-854-1276 blanchrn139@gmail.com 

Ushers Chris Grandinetti 908-910-6214 chris.grandinetti@gmail.com 

Wedding Ministry Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Hall Rental 
Parish Volunteers 

Marta Barkhausen 
Joyce Kobylarz 

732-793-7291 
973-714-6797 

marta@stpioparish.com 
jkoby2@aol.com 

Our Parish Ministries & Organizations  -  we invite you to call and join in! 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY                          Meeting                        Monday                                                                                    5:30pm 
   
ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY                 Meeting     Monday                                         1:00pm                        
     
FAITH SHARING                            Meeting                    Wednesdays        in            March                                            9:00am 
            
K of C 8415                                             Meeting                  1st Tuesday of Month                                                                    7:00pm 
                                           Meeting                  3rd Tuesday of Month              March 19                                       6:30pm 
    
K of C  Ladies Auxiliary                          Meeting                          Monday                            March 25                                        1:00pm                        
      
LAVALLETTE SENIORS                       Meeting                          Thursday                           March 21                                      12:30pm 
           
RIGHT TO LIFE GROUP               2nd Thursday of the month at Sacred Heart, Msgr. Casey Hall                                    3:30pm 
                         
FLAME OF LOVE ROSARY               Recited on Tuesdays at 8am in the Chapel  
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Colonial  BAKERY
The Best In Quality Baked Goods

2 Great Locations
1906A Grand Central Ave.

Lavallette, NJ 08735
(732) 854-9500

3901 Route 35 North & Joseph Street
Sunset Manor, NJ 08735

(732) 793-3960
Open Weekends in 

May, June & September
Open Everyday in July & August  

www.colonialbakerynj.com

Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals
Peace of Mind and Heart, Before, During and Beyond

Serving Seaside and Lavallette
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director - NJ Lic. No. 4134
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park • (732) 793-9000

706 Route 35 North, Lavallette • (732) 793-9000www.ryanfuneralhome.com

“I have always 
believed that 

funeral service 
was a vocation 
and not simply 

a career.”

...Timothy E. Ryan
Founder 1951-2019

Controls
Heating • Cooling

(609) 971-6773

WINE & LIQUOR
1401 Grand Central Avenue

Lavallette NJ 08735
(Corner of Brooklyn Ave & Rt. 35 North)
732-793-7545732-793-7545

15% OFF your next cash & carry purchase
10% OFF WITH CREDIT CARD

cornerstonewineandliquors.com
cornerstonewines@gmail.com

Breakfast & Lunch
1905 Grand Central Ave • Rte 35 N, Lavallette

(732) 830-8600
www.sanddollarpancakehouse.com

www.DakanHomes.com

Now serving

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
10AM-1PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

Monday-Friday
3PM-6PM

Hours: 
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30am-10pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-11pm

76 Grand Central Ave.
Lavallette

649 Mantoloking Rd., Brick

732-477-8688
www.charnelpools.com

10% OFF One Item In-Store Only

INC.

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling

• Bath & Kitchen 
Remodeling

732-349-3322

$10 Off 
with this ad

www.LezgusPlumbing.com

Joseph A. Gates, AIA
NJ Lic. No. 21A10212400

New Homes
Additions
Elevations

www.gatesarchdesign.com

(732) 793-8600

point pleasant
NJHIC #13VHO648110

732.684.9824
stairchick@verizon.net

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY • GUTTERS

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

15% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

$800 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

If You Would 
Like to Advertise 
and Support the 

Church & Bulletin
Please Contact

Chad Breidinger
610-393-5329

cbreidinger@jppc.net
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