
 
Our Parish is Served by: 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Hlubik, Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Joy Chacko,  Parochial Vicar  

Assisting Priests: 

Rev. Monsignor Phil Franceschini 

Pastoral and Support Staff: 
Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager 
  Finance, Facilities & Wedding Coordinator,       
 x322 

John Paglione, Director of Liturgy, Lay 
   Ministries & Catechesis  732-899-1398, x5 
Joyce Kobylarz, Ministries Coordinator 
   973-714-6797 
Caroline Woodrow, Director of Music, x315 

 
Parish Secretaries: 
Connie Barraco x316 
Laura Bierster x321 
Pat Kevish  x301 
 
Office Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed.   9am - 2pm 

  
Mass Schedule  

  
Monday - Saturday:                            8:30am  Chapel 
Saturday (Vigil):                                4:00pm  Church 
Sunday: 7:30 (no music), 9:00  and  10:30am  Church 
  
Confession:  Saturday 3 - 3:30pm or by appointment 

March 17,  2024 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

The Parish of St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
103 Washington Avenue, Lavallette, NJ 08735 

7hone: 732-793-7291    Fax: 732-793-8204   
Web: www.stpioparish.com    E-mail: office@stpioparish.com  



Healing:  
Fr. Douglas Freer, Nick Lettas, Mary Anne Grandinetti, 
Mary Buontempo, Pat McCourt, Maureen Burrell,  Baby 
Landon Wierks, Ginny & Emil Stefanacci, Nicholas Me-
ola, Joe Romano, Alan Kurinovich,  Eddie McCrabb, 
Joseph Winchock, Antonette Daniels, Janet Daniels, 
Vince Covello,  Pam McClellan, Fr. Joe Hlubik, Gina 
Kwortnik, Eileen Carroll, Michael Garcia, Alex Barletta, 
Jr., Betty Saloom, Pam McCoeean, Judi Pecoraro, Lil 
Cremins, Maegan Higham, Vincent Tavormina, Noreen 
McLeveala, Ann O’Neill, Ritchie Casale, Jr., Bill Dan-
iels, Mary Finn, Karen Caufield, Scott Moran, for all who 
have received Prayer Blankets & for All the Sick of the 
Parish  Names will remain on the healing prayer list for 4 
weeks; please call the parish office if you wish to extend. 
 
 
 
 
 
Deceased: Arline Daley, Peter Barkhausen, Tyler 
Rusinko, Andrew Capasso, Maureen Gillmore, Robert 
Charowsky, Ginny Mielnicki, Greg Buontempo 

Our Heroes: All our parishioners and friends 
who are serving in the Military, as well as our 
Police, Firefighters, First Responders, and all 
who are put in harm’s way for our protection,  

 
 
 
      especially:  
 

 
Capt. Tyler Urban, U.S. Marine  Corps.    
 
Lance Cpl. Jack Balwierczak, U.S. Marine   
       Corps. 
 
Private 1st Class Jason Rodriguez,  U. S. Army   
   
Capt. Calvin Smith, U. S. Army  (deployed) 
 
Lt. Col. Wesley Dixon,  U. S. Air Force   
     (deployed) 

Saturday, March 16, 2024 
  8:30am     For Our Parish Families & Their Loved Ones,   
  both Living & Deceased 
 
Vigil 
  4:00pm    Mary Fehrle r/b Daughter & Family 
     Joseph Murphy r/b Daughter 
 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 
  7:30am    For the People of the Parish 
     Patrick J. Glynn r/b Laura & Greg Bierster 
 
  9:00am    Ginny Mielnicki r/b Fr. Joy Chacko 
   
10:30am    For the Intentions of Frank Grandinetti  
                 r/b Ursula Marcianti 
     Mary Fehrle r/b Daughters & Family  
      
     
Monday,  March 18 2024  
  8:30am   In Thanksgiving r/b Mary Shaffer 
 
Tuesday, March 19. 2024                                
  8:30am   Kimberly Anne Wilson r/b Geer Family 
   
  After Mass       Miraculous Medal Novena 
 
 Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
  8:30am    Margie Lipari r/b John & Cathy Coghlan  
 
Thursday, March 21, 2024   
  8:30am    DiNicola Family  
  r/b Anne Marie & Grace DiNicola 
     Tyler Rusinko r/b St Pio Office Staff 
               
  After Mass      Divine Mercy Chaplet 
                
Friday, March 22, 2024     
  8:30am     Michael Renz r/b Geer Family 
        
  After Mass      Adoration & Benediction - 20 min. 
 
 
Saturday, March 23, 2024 
  8:30am     For Our Parish Families & Their Loved Ones,   
  both Living & Deceased 
 
Vigil 
  4:00pm    William F. Daniels r/b Antonette Daniels 
      Leo Paul Barry r/b Barry Family 
      
 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 
  7:30am    For the People of the Parish      
 
  9:00am    Andy, Peggy & Jimmy Lavin r/b Lavin Family 
     Dawn Staples r/b Frank Petranich 
   
10:30am     Leo P. Barry r/b Barry Family 
      Marjorie Lipari r/b Gary & Gerry Adams 
      



 
      In Gratitude to Pope Francis for Expressing the Church’s Strong Opposition to Reproductive Surrogacy 
  
From:  https://www.cathmed.org/the-pulse/in-gratitude-to-pope-francis-for-expressing-the-churchs-strong-
opposition-to-reproductive-surrogacy/                                                                                  February 15, 2024.      By 
Nadia Smith 
  
     The Catholic Medical Association is grateful to Pope Francis for shedding light on the concerning trend of surrogacy, the prac-
tice by which a couple, or even a single person, enters into an agreement with a woman who is to carry and give birth to the child 
through in vitro fertilization. This could even involve the donation of sperm or egg, or both, further violating the human dignity of 
procreation. The Pope has called for a universal ban on the practice.  
     “The path to peace calls for respect for life, for every human life, starting with the life of the unborn child in the mother’s 
womb, which cannot be suppressed or turned into an object of trafficking,” he told the Diplomatic Corps at the Holy See in an ad-
dress earlier this month. “In this regard, I deem deplorable the practice of so-called surrogate motherhood, which represents a grave 
violation of the dignity of the woman and the child, based on the exploitation of situations of the mother’s material needs. A child 
is always a gift and never the basis of a commercial contract. Consequently, I express my hope for an effort by the international 
community to prohibit this practice universally.”  
In the United States, surrogacy is not federally regulated, and policies vary state by state. Some states have limited protection for 
surrogacy, with 10 states making commercial surrogacy explicitly legal and courts enforce both paid and unpaid surrogacy agree-
ments. There are few restrictions on who can become intended parents in these states. Other states have no laws at all. However, 
commercial surrogacy is illegal in many countries in Europe and Asia. Countries such as Spain, Portugal, Italy, Germany and 
France have an outright ban regardless of whether it is paid or unpaid. Currently, surrogacy is a $14 billion global industry that is 
expected to grow to nine times that amount over the next decade.  
     “A mother’s womb is never meant for sale or rent,” said Dr. Greg F. Burke, the co-chair of the CMA Ethics Committee. 
“Surrogacy, at its core, turns human reproduction into a transactional process, devoid of the beauty of genetic relation, true marital 
union, and a loving communion of persons.”  
     The Church maintains that children should arise from an act of love between a husband and wife, in cooperation with 
God. The Church teaches that the use of technology to overcome infertility is good as long as it is done in a way that 
strengthens the marriage, respects the dignity of the spouses and of the new human life, and respects the sacred procreative 
act. It is morally wrong when it does the opposite as is the case with today’s artificial reproductive technologies.  
     As John M. Haas, Ph.D., S.T.L, the president emeritus of the National Catholic Bioethics Center, explains in Begotten Not 
Made: A Catholic View of Reproductive Technology, within the United States “an entire ‘industry’ has emerged with little or no 
governmental or professional regulations to protect the interests of the men, women or children who become involved. Women 
receive fertility drugs which can result in their conceiving four, five or six children at once, risking their own health and the health 
of their children. Some have several eggs fertilized in vitro (in a glass dish) without realizing that this may lead to the destruction 
of these embryos or their being frozen for later experimental use.”  
     That is why, even though the Catholic Medical Association, along with the National Catholic Bioethics Center and the National 
Association of Catholic Nurses, USA are opposed to these reproductive procedures, they recently made a public comment regard-
ing the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) move to change the reporting of pregnancy success rates from assisted 
reproductive technology (ART) programs and to data validation procedures from fertility clinics around the nation. CMA, with 
these allied associations, noted that these changes would endanger the safety of women who use assisted reproductive technology, 
especially women who are egg donors and surrogates, because there is already a lack of substantial research, data, and information 
on risks and harms to their health, which would only be compounded by this move. 
     Further, new manipulations of embryos are occurring, such as the engendering of a three-parent embryo. The United States does 
not allow the implantation of such embryos, but research is being done in the United States with embryo implantation into a wom-
an taking place in another country. There is also other immoral research taking place like cloning. These allied associations, while 
expressing their opposition to these and other such technologies, believe the CDC needs to enhance regulation of ART to prevent 
unethical practices and research, and protect women and the children from the moment of conception from such technologies. 
      “Rigorous reporting of the nature of all reproductive research should be required for the protection of all parties, especially the 
most vulnerable, the baby who is being treated as a commodity to be purchased,” said Marie Hilliard, Ph.D., RN, co-chair of the 
CMA Ethics Committee.  Ultimately, the issue with in vitro fertilization, especially surrogacy, and other such technologies is that 
they “violate the human dignity of procreation, by which the parents, through the mutual giving of themselves to each other, and in 
union with the Author of all life, engender a new human being,” she said. 
     Instead, CMA and its allied associations point to an ethical and proven way to use reproductive technology which honors and 
respects the fertility and dignity of each person involved, and that is Natural Procreative Technology (NaProTECHNOLOGY) 
along with Fertility Awareness Based Methods (FABMs). 
     The Pope congratulated and encouraged all those working in this field during his address last year to the WOOMB International 
Congress, noting the importance of “personalized medicine,” that keeps a person’s unique and unrepeatable nature at the forefront 
and finds ways to respect the sacred act of procreation. 
  
“In this field, a greater understanding of the processes of procreation, using modern scientific findings,” he said is helping “many 
couples make informed and ethically sound decisions that are more respectful of the person and his or her dignity.” 
  
 
Rev. Joseph G. Hlubik  

https://www.cathmed.org/the-pulse/in-gratitude-to-pope-francis-for-expressing-the-churchs-strong-opposition-to-reproductive-surrogacy/
https://www.cathmed.org/the-pulse/in-gratitude-to-pope-francis-for-expressing-the-churchs-strong-opposition-to-reproductive-surrogacy/


Contributions 
Weekend    

This Past  
Week  3/10/24 

Same Week Last 
Year 3 /12/23 

At  Church $3,684 $4,480 

Online $1,385 $2,303 

Total 
$5,069 $6,783 

 
 
 

Please consider giving  
Online with our safe, secure Parish Giving 

program.  It is very easy to sign up, just 
scan the QR code (use the camera on your 

phone) or visit the parish website. 

GOD OF LOVE AND LIFE 
FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT 
 

   
“Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there also will my 

servant be.  The Father will honor whoever 
serves me.”  John 12:26 

As servants of Jesus we must listen to the word of 
God and do His will.  We must have courage and be 
ready to combat the spiritual powers of evil. 

The evils in our lives today are given to us by Satan 
and those that cooperate with him.  We must fight 
this evil and return goodness and honor to our lives, 
our families, our schools and our country.  A great 
place to start would be replacing death to the pre-
born with love and welcoming kindness to life. 

Do you know that faithful doctors will tell you they 
knew when a hospital was performing abortions.  
They could feel the evil. 

         Serve Well, Combat Evil, Vote Life 

 

Respect Life Committee at SHRCBH@comcast.net 

The Altar Bread and Wine have 
been donated in the month of 
March, for the intentions of    

         Maegan Higham  
requested by her grandmother,  
Sophie Higham. 

TIME REQUIRED 
 

A reflection for March 17, The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

   
    To appreciate a great painting, you cannot simply give 
it a passing glance. You need to stop and notice its com-
position, the use of colors, the interplay of light and 
shadow, and the technique of the artist. 
     To appreciate a celebrated novel, you need to do more 
than skim through its pages. You need to spend time 
with the text and pay attention to the movement of the 
plot, the development of the characters, and the skill of 
the author. 
     To appreciate a famous piece of music, you cannot 
just have it playing in the background. You need to care-
fully listen to the melody, the rhythm, the lyrics, and the 
instrumentation, and notice the way the piece affects you 
emotionally. 
     To truly appreciate something, you need to spend 
time with it. This also applies to the scripture readings 
proclaimed at Sunday Mass. To appreciate these read-
ings, we need to do more than just listen to them as they 
are read. We need to spend time with them. 
     The readings this Sunday contain words that may be 
particularly worth our time and attention.  
     In the Gospel (John 12:20-33), Jesus tells Philip and 
Andrew, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain 
of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” 
           With these words Jesus refers to his coming passion 
and death that would lead to his resurrection and our sal-
vation. His death would bear fruit. 
     If we spend time with these words, we may come to 
understand they may also refer to our need to die to sin 
so that we might produce the fruit of holiness.  
     A further appreciation can bring us to recognize our-
selves as the fruit to which Jesus refers: We are the fruit 
that has blossomed from the wood of the cross that, in 
the resurrection of Jesus, became the tree of life.  
     If we spend time reflecting on our First Reading 
(Jeremiah 31:33-34), we may come to appreciate that 
through Jesus, we are the people of that new covenant 
that God promised to make with his people. As we are 
told at every Mass, “This is the chalice of my blood, the 
blood of the new and eternal covenant.”  
     That reading also speaks of God’s promise to place 
his law in the hearts of his people. God has done just that 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit who directs us 
in the ways of holiness. As Jesus tells us, “When he 
comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all 
truth” (John 16:13). 
           The more we spend time with the scripture readings, 
the more we appreciate their message, the more we ap-
preciate what the Lord has done for us, and the more we 
appreciate the dignity that is ours as children of God. 
      It takes time to truly appreciate the Word of God! 

 
Tom Iwanowski from LookingToSunday.com   

Used with permission. 

mailto:SHRCBH@comcast.net


CALLING ALL  
7th & 8th GRADERS!  

 
Register TODAY for our 

Spring Open House.  
 

Tuesday, April 16th,  
6pm - 8pm  

 
Donovan Catholic… 
Making a Difference  

Since 1962  



     HOLY HOUR 
 

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 8415 will be holding a Holy Hour every Fri-
day during Lent.  Please join us. 

 St. Pio Chapel 3:00 - 4:00pm.   
“And He cometh to his disciples, and findeth them 
asleep, and He saith to Peter: What? Could you not 

watch one hour with me?” Matt. 26:40  

           HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday -     March 24 - Sat., 4pm Vigil and   
                   Sun. 7:30, 9:00 & 10:30am 
Holy Thursday -  March  28 - 7pm 
Good Friday -      March  29 - 3pm Veneration of the    
        Cross & Holy Communion 
Holy Saturday -   March  30 - 7pm Vigil 
Easter Sunday -   March  31 - 7:30, 9:00, & 10:30am 

Penance Service, with Confession 
 

Thursday, March 21 from 4pm in the Church. 

Stations of the Cross in the Chapel following 
the 8:30am Mass every Friday during Lent. 

 
New parish volunteers are always 
needed and welcome on a weekly 
and/or monthly schedule. If you 
can help in any way big or small, 
please call Joyce at 973-714-679. 

 
Our  

Deaconate  
Candidate,  

Dr. James Turro, 
will be at our 

parish to assist 
us. We  

welcome him 
and look  

forward to his  
ordination as a  
Deacon in May 

of this year.  

        The Lavallette Seniors will meet Thurs - 
        day, March 21st  in the parish hall. Lunch  
        will be served. The speaker will be from  
        the Ocean County Historical Society. 

 
Volunteers are needed for the 
Washing of the Feet at the 7:00pm 
Mass on Holy Thursday, March 
28th. Please help us to imitate 
Christ’s humility. Call Joyce at 973
-714-6797 for further information. 

Thank you for your generous sup-
port of The Catholic Relief Ser-
vices Collection and for revealing 
Christ’s love to those who are 
poor and marginalized around the 
world. If you missed the collec-
tion, it’s not too late to give!  Just 
visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections for  more information.  
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O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

RIDESHARE ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

Committee/Organization Contact Phone Number Email  

Adult Altar Servers Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Altar Linen Laundry Adele Merkle 732-830-5242 merkles@verizon.net 

Collection Counters Joe Kobylarz/Rich Traverso 973-747-4599 objoekoby@aol.com 

Communion for Homebound 
 

Dianne Hayden 
Theresa Coleman 

732-575-0222 
732-830-3168 

dkhay5@aol.com 
theresahgts@aol.com 

Faith Sharing Maureen Zebrowski 732-259-1578 mzeb@aol.com 

Holy Name Society Tom Leonard  732-995-0044 thomasleonard62@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Alex Barletta, GK 908-578-5095  barlettaa@verizon.net 

Ladies Auxiliary to the KofC Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Lavallette Seniors James Peeney 732-793-4675 JDPeeney@msn.com 

Lectors & Extraordinary Ministers Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Parish Nurses  Joan Blanchfield  201-362-4148 blanchrn139@gmail.com 

Pro-Life  Georgina Vastola 732-742-3986 gmvastola@optimum.net 

Raffle Committee Volunteer Needed                     Please Call the Office  

Religious Education & R.C.I.A. John Paglione 732-899-1398 x5 pags711@gmail.com 

Rosary Altar Society Joan Blanchfield 732-854-1276 blanchrn139@gmail.com 

Ushers Chris Grandinetti 908-910-6214 chris.grandinetti@gmail.com 

Wedding Ministry Joyce Kobylarz 973-714-6797 jkoby2@aol.com 

Hall Rental 
Parish Volunteers 

Marta Barkhausen 
Joyce Kobylarz 

732-793-7291 
973-714-6797 

marta@stpioparish.com 
jkoby2@aol.com 

Our Parish Ministries & Organizations  -  we invite you to call and join in! 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY                          Meeting                        Monday                 April 8                                            5:30pm 
   
ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY                 Meeting     Monday                April 8                        1:00pm                        
     
FAITH SHARING                            Meeting                    Wednesdays        in            March                                            9:00am 
            
K of C 8415                                             Meeting                  1st Tuesday of Month               April 2                                           7:00pm 
                                           Meeting                  3rd Tuesday of Month              March 19                                       6:30pm 
    
K of C  Ladies Auxiliary                          Meeting                          Monday                            March 25                                        1:00pm                        
      
LAVALLETTE SENIORS                       Meeting                          Thursday                           March 21                                      12:30pm 
           
RIGHT TO LIFE GROUP               2nd Thursday of the month at Sacred Heart, Msgr. Casey Hall                                    3:30pm 
                         
FLAME OF LOVE ROSARY               Recited on Tuesdays at 8am in the Chapel  
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Colonial  BAKERY
The Best In Quality Baked Goods

2 Great Locations
1906A Grand Central Ave.

Lavallette, NJ 08735
(732) 854-9500

3901 Route 35 North & Joseph Street
Sunset Manor, NJ 08735

(732) 793-3960
Open Weekends in 

May, June & September
Open Everyday in July & August  

www.colonialbakerynj.com

Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals
Peace of Mind and Heart, Before, During and Beyond

Serving Seaside and Lavallette
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director - NJ Lic. No. 4134
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park • (732) 793-9000

706 Route 35 North, Lavallette • (732) 793-9000www.ryanfuneralhome.com

“I have always 
believed that 

funeral service 
was a vocation 
and not simply 

a career.”

...Timothy E. Ryan
Founder 1951-2019

Controls
Heating • Cooling

(609) 971-6773

WINE & LIQUOR
1401 Grand Central Avenue

Lavallette NJ 08735
(Corner of Brooklyn Ave & Rt. 35 North)
732-793-7545732-793-7545

15% OFF your next cash & carry purchase
10% OFF WITH CREDIT CARD

cornerstonewineandliquors.com
cornerstonewines@gmail.com

Breakfast & Lunch
1905 Grand Central Ave • Rte 35 N, Lavallette

(732) 830-8600
www.sanddollarpancakehouse.com

www.DakanHomes.com

Now serving

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
10AM-1PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

Monday-Friday
3PM-6PM

Hours: 
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30am-10pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-11pm

76 Grand Central Ave.
Lavallette

649 Mantoloking Rd., Brick

732-477-8688
www.charnelpools.com

10% OFF One Item In-Store Only

INC.

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling

• Bath & Kitchen 
Remodeling

732-349-3322

$10 Off 
with this ad

www.LezgusPlumbing.com

Joseph A. Gates, AIA
NJ Lic. No. 21A10212400

New Homes
Additions
Elevations

www.gatesarchdesign.com

(732) 793-8600

point pleasant
NJHIC #13VHO648110

732.684.9824
stairchick@verizon.net

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY • GUTTERS

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

15% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

$800 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

If You Would 
Like to Advertise 
and Support the 

Church & Bulletin
Please Contact

Chad Breidinger
610-393-5329

cbreidinger@jppc.net
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